
We are proud of our modern vocational 
offerings and how we’ve kept pace with rapid 
advancements in technology. In our new 
Biotechnology program, students will gain new 
skill sets that are applicable to exciting career 
opportunities in this rapidly growing industry.  
 
Cutting the Ribbon  
With a rich history of providing our students 
with in-demand skills through vocational train-
ing, we officially commemorated the opening 
of our Biotechnology program with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on December 8th.
 
 
 
 
 

The ceremony, held in the bright new shop, 
began with a warm welcome from Principal 
Anthony Steele. “It’s a pretty special day to 
open a new shop. It doesn’t happen every day,”  
said Steele. “It’s a complex process to start a 
Chapter 74-approved vocational-technical  
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While the biotech industry in Massachusetts continues to grow, so does the need for talented 
employees. Many companies and institutions are investing in this industry and areas that require 
skilled laboratory technicians and cutting-edge research positions. Our Biotechnology students 
who aspire to careers in this sector were eager and excited to put on their white BVT lab coats,  
roll up their sleeves, and explore their brand-new, state-of-the-art shop.

education program, and it takes a village to  
bring this all together. It’s an honor to welcome 
our first Biotechnology class. In our school  
history, these 16 students will hold this title.”

Principal Steele mentioned that the renovation 
was primarily an in-house project. He recognized  
the contributions and hard work of the Facilities 
team and our students, who helped transform  
and wire the shop at a cost-savings to the district.  

The ceremony also included remarks from  
Superintendent Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick and  
guest speaker, State Senator Michael Moore.  
Additionally, Vocational Director Dr. Matthew 
Connors (Drafting, Class of 1994), aware of the 
life-changing impact of his vocational-technical 
education, had completed the lion’s share of the 
initial planning and spearheaded the project.  
He discussed the new technology and lab equip-
ment, the future job outlook four years from now 
available to students, and thanked everyone who 
helped make the concept of this shop a reality.

The ceremony concluded with Principal Steele, 
Advisory Member Kristin Gothier, Instructor 
Susan Piraino, Vocational Director Dr. Connors, 
Superintendent Dr. Fitzpatrick, and Biotechnol-
ogy freshman Isabelle Kling cutting a beautiful 
purple ribbon.
 

 

After the ceremony, Kallie Allen of Hopedale 
donned a new lab coat for a quick picture  
with her dad to remember the moment. She 
said, “As BVT’s first Biotechnology class, I am 
excited to set the blueprint for this program.  
A big thank you to everyone involved. I would 
not be in this shop if it weren’t for them.”

BVT is proud to continually contribute to a 
workforce pipeline that benefits employers,  
our local communities and students, and you, 
our alumni. If your career has shifted into the 
biotech industry, your expertise could help  
our new program thrive. Consider joining  
our thriving General Advisory Committee at
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/advisorycommittee. 

Transforming education is not just our tagline, it is our  
educational philosophy, which is deeply rooted in our culture.

A Career in Biotechnology
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“It’s a complex process to start a  
Chapter 74-approved vocational 

-technical education program,  
and it takes a village to  
bring this all together.

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/advisorycommittee


We pride ourselves on providing a rigorous  
academic and vocational-technical education 
that allows our students to succeed in various 
fields after graduation. Our alumni are proof  
of the life-changing impact of a BVT education. 
We’re proud to have more than 7,500 alumni 
contributing their talents to a diversity of  
businesses and industries worldwide.  

Class Reunions
Whether this year marks your 10th-, 20th-,  
or 30th-year reunion, it’s an opportunity to  
connect with your classmates and long lost 
friends. Looking for tips or ideas? Share your 
class news with us and we’ll help you cele-
brate these life-long connections. 

Alumni Spotlights
Ever wonder what your former classmates  
are doing? To satisfy your curiosity, we’ve  
highlighted many of your accomplishments  
in our Alumni Spotlights. We’d love to hear 
from you, so reach out. Perhaps we’ll high-
light you in one of our Alumni Spotlights: 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our new career services platform.  
This free, interactive, web-based tool is available  
to our students and alumni through our part-
nership with College Central Network (CCN). 
Designed to help you make connections with 
employers who are looking to fill a wide range  
of jobs with skilled employees – from co-op  
to full-time, part-time, or seasonal positions.

Once you’ve registered, you can access the  
available job descriptions and view the open 
positions posted by BVT approved employers.  
You can also create a résumé and a shareable  
portfolio to showcase your skills, work expe-
rience, and other talents. Check out the CCN 
mobile app for career advice podcasts, notifi-
cation of newly posted positions, upcoming 
events, and additional services. Visit our  
Job Connection page to register today:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection.

Remembering Old Friends,  
Classmates, & Teachers...

In Memoriam of Lost Friends  
With a heavy heart, we are sad to report the  
passing of a dedicated member of our BVT family,
  James A. Brochu. He served as  
  our Director of Construction  
  Management/Facilities for 15 years.
  Jim was often seen around campus 
   with a smile on his face and always 
   willing to lend a hand.  
 
He was a lifelong resident of Upton and a BVT  
alum (Class of 1978). He demonstrated love, de- 
dication, and pride for his alma mater and town  
in his everyday words and actions. His time with 
family and friends was Jim’s greatest joy in life,  
and he treasured the time with his children:  
Lindsey Brochu of Uxbridge (BVT Class of 2012)  
and Daniel Brochu of Upton (BVT Class of 2016).  
 
 Jesse J. Boulette, Class of 1998, (Manufacturing)  
 of Douglas died December 2, 2021.
 
 Andrew Cocaine, Class of 2013, (Drafting) of 
 Millbury, died October 24, 2021.  
 
 Jason A. Carney, Class of 1998, (Maintenance 
 Repair Service) of Whitinsville, died September  
 26, 2021, peacefully at home. 
 
 Stephen P. Erickson, Class of 1974, (Auto Body)  
 of Upton died September 23, 2021, surrounded 
  by his family at home.
 
 Michael Brian Dean, Class of 1985, (Plumbing) 
 of Upton, died September 21, 2021.
 
 Paris Jordan, Class of 1981, of Millville, died 
 September 14, 2021, following a courageous  
 13 year battle with cancer.
 
Best Wishes for a Happy Retirement  
  A dedicated member of our  
  school community with 27 years  
  of service, Thomas Belland,  
  Vocational Director/Cooperative 
  Education Coordinator, retired  
  on August 31, 2021.

A BVT alum (Class of 1980) of our Air Conditioning  
& Refrigeration program, Tom went on to earn  
a Bachelor of Science degree in Occupational  
Vocational Education from Fitchburg State  
College and a Master of Education degree in  
Leadership & Educational Administration from 
Worcester State College. Hired as an HVAC/R  
instructor in 1994, Tom also coached boys’  
volleyball for 3 years. He completed the Black- 
stone Valley Educational Collaborative Leadership 
Academy in 2006 & 2007. He also served as a  
valued facilitator mentoring new teachers from 
2000 to 2005 and as the New Teacher Mentor 
Coordinator in 2010 before serving as Vocational 
Director/Cooperative Education Coordinator.  
As a life-long friend, Tom plans to be an involved 
member of our school community in retirement.
 
 Cheryl Hanington – Administrative Assistant  
 to the Superintendent-Director, 32 years. 
 
 Susan Milewski – School Counselor, 22 years.
 
 Barry Coonan – Social Studies Teacher, 27 years. 
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Alumni Services

The spirit of giving back is an essential part of  
the BVT culture, and our students, teachers,  
and staff are the driving force. So, it’s not sur- 
prising that our alumni also pay it forward  
when given the opportunity.  

In January, you may have heard about 18-year- 
old George Alexandropolous (Class of 2021),  
featured on Boston 25 News: Positively  
Massachusetts (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
alumnispotlights) for a random act of kindness 
that will inspire others to make a difference. 

The Blackstone teen started an auto detailing 
business, GT Detailing, in May 2021. What had 
begun as a side gig in high school became a full-
time job and then an unexpected career which  
is now a thriving business. With business steady 
and thankful for what he had achieved, George 
decided to donate his tip money to a random 
waiter or waitress. So, on January 3rd, he sur-
prised Amanda Campano, a waitress at the  
Breakfast Nook in Bellingham, with a $1,000 tip.

His generosity took Amanda, a single mother who 
has worked at the restaurant for five years, by 
surprise. She also serves as the Bellingham VFW 
auxiliary president and volunteers at an orphanage 
in Tanzania, Africa. Amanda plans to put part of  
the money towards surprises for the children,  
and the rest will help pay her bills. She said, “I  
appreciate what he’s doing, and it’s awesome.”

We couldn’t agree more! An incredible start to  
the New Year, all thanks to this random act of  
kindness. George was so grateful that he could  
do that this year. He hopes to make this an  
annual tradition.

After a New England winter, who doesn’t want  
a cleaner car? So let’s support a fellow alum’s  
business this spring by scheduling an appoint- 
ment with GT Detailing (www.gtdetails.com)  
or purchasing a gift card. Oh, and don’t forget  
to leave a tip!

Positively 
Making a  
Difference

Positively 
Making a  
Difference
Blackstone Teen Surprises Waitress with $1,000 Tip

Our Annual Report is Here!   
Thanks to our community, during the Fiscal Year 2021  
(July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021), our students received an  
exceptional vocational-technical education. In a year  
that presented educators with unprecedented change  
and challenges, our students, administrators, and staff embraced the seasons of change by allowing  
ourselves to grow in all the places we thought we never would. Demonstrating what is achievable  
when we work together, the report titled Seasons of Change gives you an inside look at our accom-
plishments over the last year, which include: COVID-19: Seasons of Change, Annual Superintendent’s 
Dinner, and Celebrating the Class of 2021. 

The annual report is available online: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/annualreport and by contacting  
our Superintendent-Director’s office at 508–529–7758  x3037.

“What I love about a school  
like this is that it not only  

celebrates uniqueness, but it  
nurtures and ignites it.

What an honor it was to once again host  
Bob Upgren, an internationally recognized 
motivational speaker and one of the best chalk 
artists in the world, at our school-wide assem-
blies. Some of you may remember Upgren  
from his previous presentation six years ago.

On Tuesday, January 25th, Upgren opened the 
presentation speaking our language, “BVT is 
a school that transforms education, and by 
design, transforms lives.” He immediately had 
the students engaged and on their feet with a 
shiny silver quarter and a quick game of heads 
or tails to illustrate a point.

“I used to wonder if life was  
like a flip of the coin, a mere  
chance that some people  
make it and some people  
don’t,” said Upgren. “As you  
work with more people, you might compare 
yourself to others and find yourself thinking 
they are more than me or better than me.  
More athletic. More creative. More math- 
ematical. Until I realized they were simply 
different than me. They were unique.”

“What I love about a school like this is that  
it not only celebrates uniqueness, but it nur-
tures and ignites it,” said Upgren. “You have  
a purpose. I know that it is not easy to figure 
out what that is. One of the great secrets to 
being successful is figuring out how to stand 
out, and that is through your uniqueness.  
You have a big decision to make as you figure  
out your purpose. Are you going to choose  
to embrace your uniqueness?”

Upgren shared his formula to living a life  
of significance with this three-step process.  

Learn a Skill – You have to be humble to learn a 
skill. The value in that is it can never be taken away. 
 
Master a Skill – Once you’ve learned a skill, don’t 
stop. You are capable of exemplifying mastery, 
which only occurs over time through perseverance.
 
Deliver a Skill – When you deliver a skill you’ve 
learned in an amazing way, it has the potential
to open doors to decades of work.

Upgren’s skill is his art. His tool is chalk, and  
his canvas is a black sheet upon which he artfully 
             delivers an inspirational message 
        of perseverance. He exempli- 
   fies the three-step process by 
       sharing how he learned to 
    draw, master his artistic skill, 
       and deliver a chalk master- 
      piece to his audience.

The lights go down, a spotlight illuminates a  
blank black canvas, and the music is loud and 
inspirational. Upgren picks up chalk, dust starts  
to fly, and the canvas comes alive with color  
as he works to the song, “This Is Me,” from The  
Greatest Showman soundtrack, “Look out ‘cause  
here I come. I’m marching on to the beat I drum. I’m  
not scared to be seen. I make no apologies, this is me.”

As a BVT alum, you had an opportunity to learn,  
master, and deliver a skill, and understand the  
value of this message paired with a vocational- 
technical education. If you’re asking yourself  
now, what is your purpose? Remember, don’t  
give up. Believe in yourself, celebrate your unique-
ness, and embrace the best essence of you. Let 
your hands get dirty and your dreams get bigger. 
Check out Upgren’s art: www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/bobupgren.
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Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, offering equal  
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, 
homelessness, or disability.

Connect... Keeping in touch with your classmates is easier than ever through the Alumni Services section of our website 
(www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni). It’s your go-to resource for alumni spotlight stories (www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights), information on special alumni events and planning your class reunion, as well 
as how to sign-up to receive the Connect via e-mail (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry). 
 
In addition to this newsletter and our robust website content, our social media sites will give you an  
opportunity to connect and engage with us and other alumni. Join in on the conversation by following  
us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BVTHighSchool and Instagram: www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool.

It’s Not a Day at the Beach, 
It’s SOOO Much Better!   
It would be a hazard if you didn’t join us  
for our 23rd Annual Golf Tournament on 
Monday, June 13th, at Highfields Golf & 
Country Club.  
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hit the links, 
show off your trick shot (even if sandies aren’t 
your specialty), and take part in our auction 
and raffles. Fill a golf cart with your friends 
and support this fun-filled event! Registration 
begins at 9:00 with tee times to follow at 
10:00 a.m. The cost is $150 per player  
or $500 a foursome.  
Register online today!  
 
 
 

 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/golftournament

Twice as Nice
              Becoming a nurse takes dedication, skill, and compassion to care 
              for patients. Since 2009, our Practical Nursing (Post-Secondary) 
               moonlight program has provided non-traditional adult students  
               with the life-changing training to succeed as practical nurses in a 
                 progressively complex health care field. 
 
               A big shout out and congratulations to Nicole Prescott Rondeau 
                                (Health Services, Class of 2004), who earned a dual BVT certification 
                 not once but twice, recently graduating from our adult evening 
                 Practical Nursing program.
 
Nicole is one of nineteen Class of 2022 Practical Nursing graduates recognized during a pinning ceremo-
ny on January 24th. They completed the rigorous coursework and clinical hours required to earn a nurs-
ing certificate, and are now eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination-Practical Nurses 
(NCLEX-PN). These graduates will soon help fill the high-demand for skilled nurses in the ever-changing, 
growth-oriented health care industry. 
 
Our Practical Nursing program proudly serves adult learners in District, out of District, and out of state. 
For more information, visit www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/practicalnursing.
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